Boat Inspection Checklist

On ramp inspection (before launching for test run):  (Check off, if okay.  Make notes if not okay)
	verify features from Feature List
	current registration: boat & trailer
	hull condition (scrapes, etc)

	stress cracks
	chips/repairs evident
	hand rails/cleats tight?

	check horn
	nav/anchor lights work
	check ALL compartment lids

	check bilge for fuel odors
	look in bilge for water/oil/dirt/fuel
	remove/reinstall bilge plug

	are batteries safely mounted?
	are battery terminals clean?
	any loose/disconnected wires?

	Is engine held by transom saver?
	wiggle engine...mounted firmly?
	any transom cracks?

	inspect trailer tire wear pattern
	check trailer tires for grease
	check all trailer lights 



On the water inspection:  (check mark if okay.  make notes if not okay)
	engine started on _____ tries?
	cold idle quality______________
	hot idle quality_______________

	steering tight, loose, too tight?
	check all gauges
	check kill switch

	check out trolling motor
	test depth finders/electronics
	check all pumps (fill livewell)

	test ease of shifting:  fwd & rev
	how easy does it get on plane?
	note water pressure at diff rpm’s

	note RPM at WOT____________
	porpoising (midrange & WOT)?
	chine walk?

	acceleration (smooth at all rpm’s)
	note steering torque: excessive?
	test hydraulic jack plate (if avail.)

	excessive smoke?
	abnormal noise/vibration?
	feel for water leaks under dash


Back on the ramp inspection:  (check mark if okay.  make notes if not okay)
	does boat center on trailer okay?
	does winch work properly?
	check full livewell for leaking

	check bilge for fuel leaks/fumes

check splashwell for fuel/oil leaks
	check bilge for water
	check under engine cowling for fuel or water leaks




Test bilge pumps by removing the bilge plug with the boat secured back on the trailer with tie downs.   Back the boat/trailer into the water just far enough for water to enter the bilge with bilge pump(s) “on”. Wait while the bilge fills to see if the automatic bilge pump activates.

Notes for dealer review:__________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

If everything above checks out good, then it is time for a professional boat inspection and appraisal.

